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18th December 2008

Dear Colleague,
I am writing to introduce you to the ESDIN project, a project which I believe provides an opportunity to help you in your own endeavours. In particular I believe that cooperation with ESDIN will provide us all  with the opportunity to share experiences and ensure we are not re-inventing the wheel, avoiding duplication and sharing information in order to build interoperability at the global scale.
The INSPIRE Directive, as I’m sure you know, presents opportunities as well as organisational and technical challenges. The ESDIN project will address these by creating a practical test of the theory of integrating National Spatial Data Infrastructures (NSDIs) to provide Europe with a framework of geographic reference information or in other words a European Spatial Data Infrastructure for which INSPIRE is the legal instrument. 
With this letter, I am inviting you to contribute your knowledge and experience by participating in the reference groups we are establishing. The website www.esdin.eu provides an overview of the project and the attached documents provided further information.
A meeting will be held on 12th February 2009 at Institut Geographique National – France, conveniently situated just outside Paris, to establish Reference Groups to support this work and I very much hope you will be able to attend. The agenda is attached.
To register your interest in Reference Group activity and let us know if you are able to attend the meeting please click on the following link and complete your details, ideally no later than 16th January 2009. Register
The offices of Institut Geographique National – France at 4, avenue Pasteur, 94165 Saint-Mandé are close to the RER A line station ‘Vincennes’ and Metro line 1 station ‘Château de Vincennes or ‘Berault. Further details of Paris transport can be found at www.ratp.fr
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting and to a mutually beneficial cooperation.
Yours faithfully,
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Dave Lovell  OBE  FRGS  CGeog

Executive Director

EuroGeographics, 6 – 8, Avenue Blaise Pascal, Champs-sur-Marne, 77455 Marne la Vallée cedex 2, France 
T +33 (0) 1 64 15 32 39   F +33 (0) 1 64 15 32 19    www.eurogeographics.org
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