Permanent Committee on Cadastre (PCC)

Joint Working Group PCC-EG on Cadastral Parcel Identifier under Luxembourg Presidency

Luxembourg, 15th June 2005

Present persons : Mr. Peter Laarakker, Mrs. Bozena Lipej, Mr. Bo Lauri, Mrs. Pierrette Fraisse, Mr. Wilhelm Zeddies, Mr. Julius Ernst, Mr. Gabor Remetey, Mrs. Roberta Marconi, Mr. Antonio de Santis, Mrs. Cayetana Aguirre Palacios, Mr. Ignacio Durán Boo, Mrs. Paula Januario,  Mr. Paulo Martins, Mr. Tuomas Lukkarinen, Mrs. Jonna Hvidegaard, Mr. Roger Terrens, Mr. Claude Schreiner, Mr. Francis Kaell.

Mr. Terrens, actual chairman of PCC, welcomes all the foreign delegations in Luxembourg. He explained the EG Working Group and its 3 subgroups, one of which is the present Working Group. He mentioned the previous meeting in Brussels and invited Mrs. Lipej to give more precise ideas of the scope to be covered by this Working Group.  

It was agreed at the EuroGeographics first meeting of the Cadastral and Land Registry Expert Group that this working group will define the role of the cadastral parcel in the national spatial data infrastructures (including LIS) and in INSPIRE. The expected benefit of this activity is the production of an inventory/document with the role and relations of cadastral parcel in land management and environment and other policies. One main task consists in an analysis of the INSPIRE directive proposal and an assessment of the European needs and requirements in relation to the role of the cadastral parcel. Further more the group, the EuroGeographics and the PCC should try to become more visible on the European level.

The group discussed about the questionnaire to be established. The members agreed that the PCC website is the ideal place to publish a questionnaire. 

Another discussion concerned the quality of the definition of the cadastral parcel in the latest version of the INSPIRE directive. It was noticed that the definition was changed after several requests from different countries, leading to technically less correct as more vague definition, which however better reflects the overall situation in all the countries. The group’s members noticed that the common thing about the different cadastres was the fact that all countries have split up their territory into small entities (parcels), independently from the fiscal or legal orientation of the cadastre. All other information, even the legal one, can be considered as additional information linked to the parcels. The assembly agreed to stick to two levels of the definition of the cadastral parcel : the one for INSPIRE and a more precise one (WPLA) for more technical discussions (PCC).

The assembly focused the discussion on the need of the European decision makers to get more precise information about the different uses of the cadastral parcel. It noticed that these uses differ from country to country. This is why on the European level one can only look at the information attached to the parcels rather than the overall importance within the national data infrastructures. On this basis one could establish models how parcels are used on a national level, and then widen the use on European level. 

In order to gather usable information about the different cadastral systems in the European countries, the assembly discussed the possibility to request cadastral extracts (alphanumerical and graphical) from each country, together with the questionnaire. Based on this data, a paper clarifying the needs concerning cadastral data destined to EU institutions and national administrations, could be established.

Concerning the questionnaire, the assembly decided to write an accompanying letter describing INSPIRE requirements about cadastre and asking to fill in the questionnaire to help analyze the needs and different situation concerning the cadastral parcel.

The working group decided on its roadmap :

· report on the meeting of 15th June 2005 

· formulation and synchronization of the contents of a questionnaire with an accompanying list of INSPIRE requirements until 31.8.2005

· replies until end of September 2005

· analysis and web delivery

· permanent awareness campaign in cooperation with EG

· EC INSPIRE ExpertGroup Meeting and GI&GIS Workshop Alghero, June 2005

· EG General Assembly Reykjavik, September 2005 

· follow-up steps during next meeting in UK

Summary of the work already done during the Brussels and Luxembourg meeting :

1) The actual definition of the parcel mentioned in the INSPIRE directive is the following:

“Areas defined by cadastral registers or equivalent“

2) The parcel definition of the WPLA published in the Document “Guidelines on Real Property Units and Identifiers” is the following:

“A single area of land, or more particularly a volume of space, under homogeneous real property rights and unique ownership”

3) By unique ownership is meant that the ownership is held by one or several owners for the whole parcel. By homogeneous property rights is meant that rights of ownership, leases and mortgages affect the whole parcel. This does not apply to specific rights as servitudes which may only affect part of the parcel.

4) Attributes (core elements) of the cadastral parcel :

· Unique identifier
· Area

· Boundaries

· Georeference [in a national coordinate reference system]

· Origin and history of the parcel (probatory function ?)

These core data have to exist in digital form.

5) Examples of additional content eventually linked to cadastral parcel (( this does not mean that these topics necessarily are part of the responsibility of the cadastral administrations, it does not mean either that this content belongs to the core items or has the same attributes as mentioned about the parcels)

· Owner

· User

· Rights and restrictions

· Localization

· Administrative boundaries (boundaries of administrative units)

· Buildings or parts of buildings and all kinds of constructions

· Official zoning (administrative restrictions)

· Land use: the manner in which land is used, including the nature of the vegetation upon its surface. (WPLA) 

· Land cover : (vegetation, crops, forest)

· Values/level of productivity

· Address(es)

· Description

· others

6) Other topics which may be included in the analysis :

· Additional more specific information about the cadastral data:

· Data available in electronic form 

· Format 

· …

· Use of the cadastral parcel within the national spatial data infrastructures.

· Use of cadastral parcels in Land parcel identification system (LPIS)

· Metadata have to be established (ISO norm 19115), one has to identify who is working on a definition of the standards about this matter 

7) Possible content of the accompanying letter and the questionnaire :

· Definition of parcel and attributes of parcel and links to additional information

· Creation of the questionnaire that will be sent to the EU member states and to other European countries which these questions :

· “Can you agree to this definition and can you agree to these attributes and links concerning the cadastral parcel”

· “In your cadastre or equivalent what attributes and links are compulsory, useful, not possible, available”








Examples of the specific situation in different countries

Use/multipurpose Cadastre





Legal Cadastre





Fiscal Cadastre





SDI








