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1 Executive Summary 

 

Introduction 
 
A joint working group consisting of members of the Permanent Committee on Cadastre 
(PCC) and EuroGeographics (Knowledge Exchange Network on Cadastre and Land Regis-
try) took the opportunity to specify the INSPIRE definitions in Annex II and III which are re-
lated to the cadastre. A questionnaire was issued in February/March 2010 to the members of 
the PCC and of EuroGeographics.  
 
In this context ñcadastreò includes several functions and types of information and not only 
strictly those of the ñclassical real estateò cadastre itself. The content of the cadastre in the 
European countries is more or less defined in each countryôs relevant legislation. An over-
view of the cadastral systems in the EU member states can be found in the PCC publications 
ñCadastral Information System: a resource for the EU policiesò, volumes I, II, III and IV, as 
well as in the results of the project ñThe role of the Cadastral parcelò 
(www.eurocadastre.org/pdf/Final_report_INSPIRE/final_report_august_2007.pdf)  
 

Objective  
 
The objective of the project was to influence and contribute to the development of the 
INSPIRE-Data specifications and be involved in an early stage of the coming processes for 
the benefit of the members. The screening and analysis of the INSPIRE themes in Annexes 
II and III focused on those themes which are part of the cadastral information and/or are 
strongly connected to it. The identification as well as the prioritisation of the themes finally 
resulted in:  
 

¶ Land cover (Annex II)  

¶ Land use (Annex III)      

¶ Buildings (Annex III)  

¶ Orthoimagery (Annex II) 
 

Results  
 
The interest of the members of EuroGeographics and the PCC is expressed by the number 
of responses to the questionnaire. With the answers from 32 NMCAs of European countries 
to the questionnaire the WG was able to draw a representative picture of the situation in 
Europe. 
 
The authors are aware that there may have been some misinterpretations of the questions, 
but this has not had a major impact on the overall view of the situation of the cadastres in the 
European countries and the conclusions that have been drawn. 
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Conclusions 
 
The European Commission must consider the importance of the cadastre; the result of this 
survey shows that the cadastre is very often used as a locator for a lot of information such as 
land cover, land use, buildings, etc. 
 
There is a huge variety in the cadastral system and in the availability of cadastral data sets. 
Cadastral authorities are not always responsible for the themes by law, but there is often a 
strong connection of these themes to the cadastre and they often provide the data. It can be 
seen that in some cases it was not possible to give a clear answer to the question about ñpart 
of the cadastral data setò. As it depends on the definition of the cadastral data set, many 
countries provide additional information to the cadastre, although it is neither ñpart of the ca-
dastral data setò nor is the organisation legally responsible for it. 
 
Regarding the surveyed themes in most of the countries the data of buildings are provided, 
although there is no legal responsibility of the cadastre. 
 
Although the INSPIRE definition of the building is very general (it reflects only to the geo-
graphical location of a building) the cadastral organisations often provide a lot of additional 
information about buildings, e.g. ownership, height, number of floors and function of the 
building, etc. 
 
Almost half of the countries provide information about land cover or land use and provide it in 
vector format. Only some countries use a standard classification such as CORINE or LCCS 
for land cover data, while most countries use their own classification schemata. 
 
In most of the countries orthoimages are not part of the cadastral data set, but many coun-
tries use them for improving the quality of the cadastral data, for deriving other information 
from them, e.g. land cover etc, or to provide combined products 
 
Access to the data varies greatly depending on legal and/or technical restrictions. In some 
countries citizens have open, free-of-charge access to data; in other countries the access to 
data and information is highly restricted. Usually access to personal data is restricted by law. 
 
Although INSPIRE does not refer to ownership information, you need this information in most 
cases whenever you exploit land (e.g. building wind mills, ...), for all kind of land use regula-
tions, etc. In these cases the cadastre fulfils the role of being the entry point.  
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2 Participants in the survey 
 
The following national institutions participated in the survey: 
 
AT: Austria, BEV- Bundesamt  für Eich- und Vermessungswesen (Federal Office of Me-

trology and Surveying) 
BA: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Federalna upravaza geodetske i imovinsko-pravneposlove  

(Federal Administration for Geodetic and Real Property Affairs); Republiļka upravaza 
geodetske i imovinsko-pravneposloveRepublikeSrpske (Republic Authority for Geo-
detic and Property Affairs of Republic of Srpska) 

BE: Belgium, Administration Générale de la Documentation Patrimoniale / Algemene Ad-
ministratie van de Patrimoniumdocumentatie (General Administration of Patrimonial 
Documentation) 

BG: Bulgaria, ɸʛʝʥʮʠʷʧʦʛʝʦʜʝʟʠʷ, ʢʘʨʪʦʛʨʘʬʠʷʠʢʘʜʘʩʪʲʨ (Geodesy, Cartography and 
Cadastre Agency) 

CY:  Cyprus, ɇɛɐɛŬ ȾŰɖɛŬŰɞɚɞɔɑɞɡəŬɘ ɉɤɟɞɛŮŰɟɑŬɠ (Cyprus Department of Lands and 
Surveys) 

CH:  Switzerland, Bundesamt für Landestopographie (Federal Office of Topography) 
CZ:  Czech Republic, Ceský úrad zememerický a katastrální (Czech Office for Surveying, 

Mapping and Cadastre) 
DE:  Germany, Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Vermessungsverwaltungen der Länder der 

Bundesrepublik Deutschland (AdV) (Working Committee of the Surveying Authorities 
of the States of the Federal Republic of Germany) 

DK:  Denmark, Kort &Matrikelstyrelsen (National Survey and Cadastre) 
EE:  Estonia, Eesti Maa-amet (Estonian National Land Board) 
ES:  Spain, Dirección General del Catastro (General Directorate for the Cadastre) 
FI:  Finland, Maanmittauslaitos (National Land Survey of Finland) 
FR:  France, Ministère de l'Economie, des Finances et de l'Industrie Direction Générale 

des Impôts (Minister for the Economy, Finance and Industry - Department of Reve-
nue) 

UK:  United Kingdom, Ordnance Survey; Registers of Scotland, Land and Property Ser-
vices 

GR:  Greece, ȾŰɖɛŬŰɞɚɞɔɑɞɡəŬɘ ɉŬɟŰɞɔɟŬűɐůŮɤɜ ȺɚɚɎŭŬɠ (Hellenic Mapping & Cadastral 
Organisation) 

HR:  Croatia, Drzavna Geodetska Uprava (State Geodetic Administration of the Republic of 
Croatia) 

HU:  Hungary, FVM Földügyiés Térinformatikai Föosztály (Department of Land Administra-
tion and Geoinformation) 

IE:  Ireland, Suirbhéireacht Ordnáis Éireann (Ordnance Survey Ireland) 
IT:  Italy, Agenzia del Territorio (National agency for cadastre, cartography, land registra-

tion, real estate market monitoring and appraisal services) 
LU:  Luxembourg, Administration du Cadastre et de la Topographie (Administration of the 

Cadastre and Topography) 
LT:  Lithuania, Nacionalinǟ ģemǟs tarnybaprie Ģemǟs Ȋkio ministerijos (National Land 

Service under the Ministry of Agriculture) 
LV:  Latvia, Valsts Zemes Dienests (The State Land Service) 
MK:  FYRO Macedonia, ɸʛʝʥʮʠʿʘ ʟʘ ʢʘʪʘʩʪʘʨ ʥʘ ʥʝʜʚʠʞʥʦʩʪʠ (Agency of Real Estate 

Cadastre) 
NO:  Norway, Statens kartverk (Norwegian Mapping Authority) 
NL:  Netherlands, Kadaster en Openbare Registers (Cadastre and Land Registry Agency) 
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PL:  Poland, Glówny Urzad Geodezji i Kartografii (Head Office of Geodesy and Cartogra-
phy) 

PT:  Portugal, Instituto Geográfico Português (Portuguese Geographical Institute) 
RO:  Romania, Agentia Nationala de Cadastru si Publicitate Imobiliara (National Agency for 

Cadastre and Land Registration of Romania) 
SE:  Sweden, Lantmäteriet (The Swedish mapping, cadastral and land registration author-

ity) 
SI:  Slovenia, Geodetska uprava Republike Slovenije (Surveying and Mapping Authority 

of the Republic of Slovenia) 
SK:  Slovakia, Úrad geodézie, kartografie a katastra Slovenskej republiky (Geodesy, Car-

tography and Cadastre Authority of the Slovak Republic) 
 
 
 
The country name abbreviations used in this report follow the standard ISO 3166 and are 
also used as HTML Top-level domain. 
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3 Introduction, General 
 
A joint working group consisting of members of the Permanent Committee on Cadastre 
(PCC) and EuroGeographics (Knowledge Exchange Network on Cadastre and Land Regis-
try) took the opportunity to specify the INSPIRE definitions in Annex II and III which are re-
lated to the cadastre. A questionnaire was issued in February/March 2010 to the members of 
the PCC and of EuroGeographics.  
 
In this context ñcadastreò includes several functions and types of information and not only 
strictly those of the ñclassical real estateò cadastre itself. The content of the cadastre in the 
European countries is more or less defined in each countryôs relevant legislation. An over-
view of the cadastral systems in the EU member states can be found in the PCC publications 
ñCadastral Information System: a resource for the EU policiesò, volumes I, II, III and IV.   
 
The objective of the project was to influence and contribute to the development of the 
INSPIRE- Data specifications and to be involved in an early stage of the coming processes 
for the benefit of the members.  
 
Based on the successful results of the former project ñRole of the cadastral parcel in 
INSPIREò (www.eurocadastre.org/pdf/Final_report_INSPIRE/final_report_august_2007.pdf) 
a survey in the member states based on a questionnaire was the main input for the evalua-
tion and this report.  
 
The screening (analysis) of the INSPIRE themes in Annexes II and III focused on those 
themes which are part of the cadastral information and/or are strongly connected to it. The 
identification as well as the prioritisation of the themes finally resulted in:  
 

¶ Land cover (Annex II)  

¶ Land use (Annex III)  

¶ Buildings (Annex III)  

¶ Orthoimagery (Annex II) 
 
Considering that the purpose of this report is to represent the link between the above men-
tioned themes and the cadastral data, the data concerning the selected themes may only be 
part of the available information in a country. 
 
Discussions with members of the INSPIRE Drafting Team completed the comprehensive 
overview of the current status and the legal situation in the European countries and under-
lined the òcadastral parcelò as an essential element in National and European Spatial Data 
Infrastructures (N(E)SDI). 
 
The great interest of the members of EuroGeographics and the PCC expresses itself in the 
number of responses to the questionnaire. With the answers of 32 cadastral organisations of 
European countries to the questionnaire, the WG was able to draw a representative picture 
of the situation in Europe. 
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Fig. 1 Countries responded 

 
The member-organisations in the countries which supported this survey have very different 
tasks and responsibilities. Some of them are only acting as national cadastral agency (NCA); 
others are also responsible for land registry and topographic mapping. They produce and 
provide the data/information, but are not legally responsible.  
 
The WG Ci!ò has analysed the answers from the questionnaires in different workshops. This 
report shall use tables and maps to focus on the main results from the survey regarding the 
four INSPIRE- themes. More detailed information is available in the questionnaires summa-
rized in the Annex of this report. 
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4 Results of the 4 main themes 

 

4.1 Land cover 
 
INSPIRE- Definition: 
Physical and biological cover of the earth's surface including artificial surfaces, agricultural 
areas, forests (semi-)natural areas, wetlands, water bodies 
 

4.1.1 Legal task 

 

  
Land cover 

Are these themes part of the 
cadastral data set in your 
country? 

AT BA BE CH DE ES FR HR IT MK SK SI 

 
Remark: In the maps shown the green colour stands for ñyesò, the yellow colour for ñnoò and 
the grey colour for ñno answerò. 
 
 

 
 
Fig. 2 Land Cover ï part of cadastral data set 
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Is it your organisation's legal task to é 
 

é capture the data 
AT BA BE CH DE ES FR GR HR HU IE 

IT NL PT SE 

é update the data 
AT BA BE CH DE ES FR HR HU IE IT 

MK NL PT SK SI SE 

é provide the data 
AT BA BE CH DE ES FR HR HU IE IT 

MK NL PT SK SI SE 
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Fig. 3 land Cover - Legal Task ï provide the data 
 

Greece captures the data but it is not part of the cadastral data set.  
 
Macedonia captured the data in the past, but now the field data collection is an obligation of 
the private surveyors.  
 
Netherlands, Portugal and Hungary: Cadastre organisations provide the data because they 
are geographic institutes, but it is not considered part of the cadastral data set. 
 
Italy: The data updating comes from owners declarations submitted directly to the cadastral 
institution or forwarded by other public Administration (AGEA ï Agency for the agriculture 
subsidies). 
 
Sweden can provide land cover data combined with the cadastral data set, but it is not a part 
of the data set. They capture, update and provide this data.  
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4.1.2 Data Model 
 

Land cover 

Does your data model follow 
the international standards 
(ISO, OGC)? 

AT DE ES FR HR HU MK NO NL 

Is this information in your 
data model a spatial object 
(feature) or an attribute of the 
parcel? 

Spatial object 
AT BA BE CY CH 
DE ES FI FR HU IE 
MK NO NL SK 

Attribute 
AT BA* DE EE FR 
GR HR HU IT PT 
SK SI 

* only in the Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 
A large number of countries provide ñLand Coverò as a spatial object. 
 
 

 Land cover  

If it is a spatial object, do you 
provide closed polygons? 

AT BA BE CY CH DE ES FI FR HU IE 
MK NO NL SK 

If it is a spatial object, do you 
provide a unique identifier? 

AT BA DE ES IE MK NL SK 

 

 
 
Fig 4: unique identifier for land cover 
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All the countries in which land cover is a spatial object can provide closed polygons for it; 
only in 8 countries (in Bosnia and Herzegovina not in the Serb Republic) can a unique identi-
fier be provided. 
 

vector or raster data

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

AT BA CY CH DE DK ES FI FR HU IE MK NO NL SE SI SK

vector data

raster data

 
 
Fig. 5: Availability of vector and raster data 

 
In most of the countries you can get the information of land cover in vector format; 4 coun-
tries provide part of the data in raster format only. 
 
As a method to capture the data most of the countries use a combination of terrestrial obser-
vations and deriving the information from orthoimages. 
 
 
 

Land cover 

Does your data follow any 
European classification 
scheme? 

CORINE CY GR HU PT SE 

LCCS PT 

own scheme 
AT BA BE CH DE 
EE ES GR HR IE 
IT MK NL PT SK SI 

What is the frequency of the 
updating procedure (lifecy-
cle)? 

Periodically  
< 1year 

IE 

Periodically  
< 1 - 3 years 

IE NL SI 

Periodically  
<  3 - 5 years 

DE DK IE SE 

Periodically  
> 5 years 

AT CY CH 

Irregularly / on 
demand 

AT BA CH EE HU 
MK 

Permanently 
BE ES FR HR IT 
SK 
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Can you provide historical 
data? 

AT BA BE DE ES FI IE IT NL PT SK 

If the answer is yes, can you 
provide graphic information 
of a historical version (time 
stamp)? 

BA* BE ES FI IE NL PT 

* Only in the Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 
In Belgium, the frequency of the updating procedure is permanently, but for fiscal reasons 
the consultation is still based on a situation "1st of January of the year". Historical data can 
only be provided in paper form. The GAPD can't provide cadastral maps from a situation be-
fore 1.1.1976, but they conserve all the sketches 207 (modifications). 
 

 
 
Fig. 6: Updating frequency 

 
For the environmental issues it is very important to provide historical graphic information 
about land cover.  
 
From the 32 countries studied: 
 

 
 
Fig 7: Availability of historical graphic information 

 

18% 

82% 

can provide 
historical graphic 
information 

cannot provide  
historical graphic 
information 
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4.2 Land use 

 
INSPIRE- Definition: 
Territory characterized according to its current and future planned functional dimension or 
socio-economic purpose (e.g. residential, industrial, commercial, agricultural, forestry, rec-
reational) 
 

4.2.1 Legal task 
 

 Land use 

Are these themes part of the 
cadastral data set in your 
country? 

BA BG CY DE EE ES LU MK PL RO 
SK SE 

 
 

 
 
Fig. 8 Land Use - part of cadastral data set 
 
 
 



 

   16 of 37 
 

 

Land use 

Is it your organisation's legal task to é 
 

é capture the data BA BG DE EE ES GR IE LU PL RO SE 

é update the data 
BA BG DE EE ES IE LU MK PL RO SK 

SE 

é provide the data 
BA BG CY DE EE ES IE LU MK PL RO 

SK SE 

 
 
 

 
 
Fig.9 Land Use ïtask to provide the data 

 
 
In Cyprus the Department of Environment is responsible for the collection and maintenance 
of land cover. The Department of Planning and Housing is responsible for the collection and 
maintenance of land use maps, and the Department of Lands & Surveys is responsible for 
maintaining digital data of land use. 
 
Ireland: within the context of being the topographic mapping agency only and within the cur-
rent business model, i.e. with appropriate licensing and payment. 
 



 

   17 of 37 
 

In several countries land use is in the responsibility of the municipalities: Austria, Portugal, 
Spain and Italy. In Belgium land use is in the responsibility of the Regions. That means that 
only the Regions can provide information about land use. 
 

4.2.2 Data Model 
 

Land use 

Does your data model follow 
the international standards 
(ISO, OGC)? 

DE ES HR NO 

Is this information in your data 
model a spatial object (feature) 
or an attribute of the parcel? 

Spatial object 
BA BG CY DE IE 
NO PL SK 

Attribute 
BA BG CY DE 
EE ES GR LU 
MK RO SK 

If it is a spatial object, do you 
provide closed polygons? 

BA BG CY DE IE MK PL SK 

If it is a spatial object, do you 
provide a unique identifier? 

BA BG CY DE IE MK PL SK 

 
 

 
 
Fig. 10 Land Use ï unique identifier 
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In Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Germany, Ireland, Norway, Poland and Slova-
kia land use information is available as a spatial object. These 8 countries provide closed 
polygons and all of them except Bulgaria and the Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
use unique identifiers. In Estonia, Spain, Greece, Luxembourg and Romania the information 
is available as an attribute. 
 
 
Raster and Vector information 
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Fig 11: Availability of raster and vector information 

 
 
 

Land use 

Does your data follow any 
European classification 
scheme? 

ISIC 

 

Own scheme 

BA BG CY DE EE 
ES GR HR IE LU 
MK PL RO SK SI 
SE 

 
 
No country follows any European classification scheme; all countries providing land use in-
formation have their own classification model. 
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Land use 

What is the frequency of the 
updating procedure (lifecy-
cle)? 

Periodically  
< 1year 

CY IE 

Periodically  
< 1 - 3 years 

IE 

Periodically  
<  3 - 5 years 

DK IE 

Periodically  
> 5 years 

PL 

Irregularly / on 
demand 

BA BG DE EE MK 
PL RO 

Permanently 
BG ES HR LU SK 
SE 

 
 
 

Permanently

44%

Irregulary

31%

Periodicaly

25%

 
 
Fig 12: Updating procedure 

 
 

Land use 

Can you provide historical 
data? 

BA BG CY DE EE ES IE LU MK PL SK 

If the answer is yes, can you 
provide graphic information 
of a historical version (time 
stamp)? 

BA* CY ES IE LU MK PL 

* only in the Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
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4.3 Buildings 
 
INSPIRE- Definition: 
Geographical location of buildings 

4.3.1 Legal task 

 

  
Buildings 

Is this theme part of the cadastral 
data set in your country? 

AT BA BE BG CY CH CZ DE ES 
FR HR HU IE IT LU LT LV MK PL 
RO SK SI SE 

 
 

 
 
Fig.13:  Buildings - part of cadastral data set 
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Buildings 

 
Is it your organisation's legal task to é 

 

é capture the data 
AT BA BE BG CY CH CZ DE DK 
ES FR UK GR HR IE IT LU LT LV 

PL RO SI SE 

é update the data 
AT BA BE BG CY CH CZ DE DK 
ES FR UKHR HU IE IT LU LT LV 

MK PL RO SK SI SE 

é provide the data 
AT BA BE BG CY CH CZ DE DK 
ES FR UKHR HU IE IT LU LT LV 

MK NL PL RO SK SI SE 

 
 

 
 
Fig.14 Buildings - Legal Task ï provide the data 

 
 
Most of the countries provide buildings information, except in Estonia, Finland, Greece, Por-
tugal and Norway.  
 
Even if it is not the legal task of the cadastral organisation to provide the data there is a 
strong connection to the cadastral information. For example in Finland there exists a close 
cooperation with the Population Register Centre (PRC) concerning the location of buildings 
(centre point coordinates) and they also classify buildings in the topographic data according 
to purpose/use, height (one storey/multi storey) and to some extent condition (e.g. ruin/in 
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use). The actual register data concerning buildings is maintained and updated by the PRC. 
The building and dwelling ID is built on the cadastral ID of the unit the building is situated on. 
 
Estonia provides the footprint information from the Building Register.  
 
Greece captures this data and has some information available, but they are not responsible 
for updating or providing buildings. 
 
In Norway these themes are not part of the Cadastre, but can be integrated with cadastral 
data using web services of the NSDI. The cadastre contains textual data about buildings, and 
a building reference point and building number is contained in the cadastral map. 
 
In Scotland the footprint of the buildings are available in the topographic map supplied by 
Ordnance Survey. 
 
In Italy updating of data is essentially delegated to the real estate owners that are obliged to 
declare, by means of private licensed surveyors, newly constructed buildings and any other 
change brought about. The cadastral institution verifies the observance of this duty and the 
compliance to the cadastral law of the declared data.   
 

4.3.2 Data Model 

 

Buildings 

Does your data model follow 
the international standards 
(ISO, OGC)? 

AT DE ES FR HR NO NL 

Is this information in your 
data model a spatial object 
(feature) or an attribute of the 
parcel? 

Spatial object 

AT BA BE BG CY CH 
CZ DE ES FR GR HR 
HU IE IT LU LT LV MK 
NO NL PL RO SK SI 
SE 

Attribute 
AT BA BE BG CY DE 
EE HR LT LV SK 

If it is a spatial object, do you 
provide closed polygons? 

AT BA BE BG CY CH CZ DE DK ES FR UK HR 
HU IE IT LU LV MK NO NL PL RO SK SI SE 

If it is a spatial object, do you 
provide a unique identifier? 

AT BA* BG CZ DE DK ES UK GR HR HU IE IT 
LT LV MK NO NL PL SK SI SE 
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Fig.15: Unique identifier 

 
In most of the countries the information of buildings is available as a spatial object, only Es-
tonia delivers attributes. All these countries provide closed polygons, but only 22 (in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina not in the Serb Republic) use a unique identifier. 
 
In future, in Belgium, it will be possible to identify every object by a unique identifier. 
 
 

 
 
Fig 16: Availability of raster and vector information 
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Buildings 

What is the frequency of the 
updating procedure (lifecy-
cle)? 

Periodically 

< 1year 
CY IE 

Periodically 

< 1 - 3 years 
IE 

Periodically 

<  3 - 5 years 
DK IE 

Periodically 

> 5 years 
PL 

Irregularly / on 
demand 

AT BA BG EE LV MK PL 
RO 

Permanently 
AT BE BG CH CZ DE ES 
FR UK HR HU IT LU LT 
NO NL SK SI SE 

Can you provide historical 
data? 

AT BA BE BG CY CZ DE EE ES UK HU IE IT 
LU LV MK NL PL SK SI 

If the answer is yes, can you 
provide graphic information 
of a historical version (time 
stamp)? 

BA* BE BG CY CZ ES HU IE LU LV MK NL PL 

* only in the Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 
 
In Belgium, historical data can only be provided in paper form. The GAPD cannot provide 
cadastral maps from a situation before 1.1.1976, but they conserve all the sketches 207 
(modifications). 
 
 

periodical

12%

irregulary

27%permanently

61%

 
 
Fig 17: Updating procedure 

 
 
26 countries can provide information about buildings. 20 of these countries also deliver his-
torical data, 13 of them can provide graphical historical data. 
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4.3.3 Additional content 

 

Can the cadastre in your 
country provide the fol-
lowing features and/or 
attributes of a building? 

Buildings 

size (area) 
AT BA BE BG CY CH CZ DE EE ES FR UK GR HR HU IE IT LU LT LV MK NO 
NL PL RO SK SI SE 

 
All the countries can provide the area of the buildings. 
 

If information about the 
area is available, please 
specify the level of de-
tail information. 

Footprint (building area) 
AT BA BE BG CY CH CZ DE EE 
ES FR UK HR HU IE IT LU LT LV 
MK NL PL RO SK SI  

Floor area (total sum of floor 
space) 

BE BG ES FR LT MK NO NL PL 
SE SI 

 
Most of the countries provide the area of buildings derived from the footprint of a building; in 
9 countries the total sum of the floor area is available additionally. 
 
Furthermore in The Netherlands, for example, the area is calculated from the orthogonal pro-
jection of the roof on the ground.  
 
In Belgium, the GAPD conserves, in paper form, a detailed description of every building, 
based on the reality or the drawings of an architect. Some information is codified in a digital 
construction code. 
 
 

Height of a building or 
number of floors  

Height of the building LT SI 

Number of floors 
BA BE BG ES FR  GR IT LT MK 
NO NL PL SK SE SI 

None 
AT BA* CY CH CZ DE DK EE UK 
HR HU LU LV NL RO  

* not in the Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 
 
In 14 countries (only in the Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina) the number of floors is 
provided, in Lithuania and in Slovenia also the height of the building is part of the information. 
In Germany information of the height of a building may be available in some of the federal 
states. 
France and in Italy provide this information only in alphanumerical form. 
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Condition of a building 
(ruin, under construction, 
functional) 

BA* BE BG CY CH DE ES GR HR IT LT MK NO NL PL SK SE 

Function of the building 
(industrial, commercial, 
agricultural, residential,..) 

BA BE BG CZ DE ES FR GR HR HU IT LT MK NO NL PL RO SK SI SE 

Nature of a building 
(school, museum, church, 
hospital,..) 

BA BE BG CY CZ DE ES FR GR HR HU IT LT MK NO PL SK SI SE 

Information about owner-
ship available? 

AT BA* BE BG CY CZ DE ES FR GR HR HU IT LU LT MK NO PL RO SK SI SE 

Do you have information 
about the different units of 
buildings? 

BE BG CY ES FR GR HR IT LU LT MK NO NL PL RO SI SE 

Do you have information 
about tenants / occu-
pants? 

BA** BE LT MK SK 

* only in the Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
** not in the Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 
 
In Belgium, it is the destination of the building that matters, not the function. 
The GAPD has some information about tenants or occupants because the leases are regis-
tered. 
 
 

           
 

Fig.18 Buildings ï Condition of building                                   Fig. 19 Buildings ï Function of building 
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Fig.20 Buildings ï Nature of building                               Fig. 21 Buildings ï Information about ownership  
 

 
 
Fig. 22 Buildings ï Information about different units of buildings 
 

 
The additional content for buildings varies a lot from country to country. Some examples 
should represent the great differences in the information about buildings: 
 
In Denmark the cadastral database does not contain any information about buildings, but it is 
available in the Dwelling and Building Register.  
 
In Great Britain and in Hungary, information about ownership is only available in land regis-
ter. 
 
In Greece the information of buildings is only available for apartments, storage rooms and 
parking spaces. 
 
In Italy and in Spain the information is related to each single unit of the building, for example 
flats and/or shops and/or offices etc. In Italy no single (unique) information related to the 
building can be provided if the building consists of more than one unit. 
 




















