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Maritime Boundaries/zones – a component of the State Boundaries of Europe

Questionnaire for clarifying the Status and defining the Scope and Strategy for the Maritime Boundaries/zones component of the State Boundaries of Europe.

Please return the questionnaire by 20th March 2009 to the contact person (below) for the state boundaries:

	Country
	

	Organisation 
	

	Name of contact person
	

	E-mail
	

	Phone
	


Thank you very much for your cooperation.

1 Introduction

Background

EuroGeographics is an association of 52 National Mapping and Cadastral Agencies from 43 countries in Europe. Eurogeographics initiated in 2004 the State Boundaries of Europe Project (SBE) with the vision and long term goal to compile a multipurpose State Boundaries of Europe Dataset, meant to be the “definitive” description of the national boundaries of European countries. 
The State Boundaries of Europe (SBE) project aims at providing and maintaining:

· The administrative and legal definition of state boundaries, based on boundary Treaties,

· Their precise geometric description expressed in ETRS89 coordinates of boundary points, marks and lines.

· Create a seamless dataset on the base of a common data model.
Such a State Boundaries of Europe (SBE) dataset is foreseen to be a critical tool for cross-border edge-matching of (national) Reference Information, thus a significant contribution to European interoperability, and to INSPIRE (art.10 §2).

The ongoing SBE project is limited on national boundaries on land.

More information about EuroGeographics is found at http://eurogeographics.org/. Visit http://www.eurogeographics.org/eng/03_EuroBoundaries_background.asp to find details on the State Boundaries of Europe project.

Maritime Boundaries and Zones project 

EuroGeographics has decided to extend the scope of the SBE-project to include the maritime boundaries and zones. A working group has been establish to define the scope, specifications and approach for the implementation, which mainly will be based on the results from this survey (questionnaire).
Objectives of this questionnaire

The aim of the questionnaire is to conduct a survey of the status of the maritime boundaries, treaties, regulations, data availability, ownership and conditions of use.

This survey will contribute to the scope, strategy and implementation of a maritime boundaries/zones project. 

Target recipients of this questionnaire

The target group for the questionnaire is the institution responsible for the (technical part of) maritime boundaries, and we ask the institution to appoint a contact person for this survey and any clarification to be made.

2 Details of Contact person within your organisation
	Country
	

	Organisation 
	

	Name of contact person
	

	E-mail
	

	Phone
	


3 Questions

Responsible Authorities/National regulations

	Question
	Answer

	1. Who are the maritime boundary stakeholders? (e.g. Ministry of Foreign Affairs responsible for the bilateral agreements)

	

	2. Who is responsible for:

a. making the geodetic measurements;
b. showing the boundary in the nautical charts;

c. managing the database for the documents and co-ordinates (if such database exist)?


	

	3. Are there important national regulations (not included in section 3.2 below) about the boundaries to be noted here?


	


Maritime Boundaries Information

What type of information (e.g. coordinates, charts; documents like agreements, treaties, etc) do you have for your country’s maritime boundaries? Comment if a boundary is not defined.

If relevant, include information for European ultra-peripherical regions. 

	Question
	Answer

	4. Baseline?

	

	5. Territorial Sea Boundary or Outer Limit.
Do you have:
a. Unilateral “statements”?

b. Bilateral/multilateral treaties/agreements?


	

	6. Contiguos Zone (Limit)?

	

	7. Exclusive Economical Zone Boundary or Outer Limit

a. Unilateral statements?
b. Bilateral treaties/agreements?

	

	8. Continental Shelf Boundary/Area?

	

	9. Extended Economical Zone claim (beyond 200 nm due to the nature of the Continental Shelf)?

	

	10. Archipelagic Baseline/Water?

	

	11. Other Maritime Boundaries?

	


Datum

	Question
	Answer

	12. Is data or can data be available in ETRS89/WGS84 geographic co-ordinates? If not, which datum is in use?

	

	13. Do above geographic co-ordinates form part of the existing treaties/agreements?

	


Data model

S-57 is the electronic data transfer standard of the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO).
	Question
	Answer

	14. Can your organisation deliver data in S-57 format?

	

	15. Can data be delivered in other formats and in case which formats?

	


Not defined or contested boundaries

The intention is to include claimed and contested (disputed) boundaries/zones in the database.
	Question
	Answer

	16. Any contested boundary(ies) with neighbouring country(ies)?

	


National regulations concerning the dissemination of data

	Question
	Answer

	17. Who is owner of the documents and data about the boundaries? (e.g. your organisation, mapping agency, cadastre organisation, local authorities, navy,…)?

	

	18. Are there national regulations concerning the dissemination of boundary data?

	

	19. Are there confidentiality or other regulation or restrictions?

	

	20. Is data delivered “free of charge” to users?
If “no”, what are the prices for these products and is there a copyright?

	


Commitment to deliver data to a European dataset

The intention of the maritime boundaries dataset is to have in place a dataset with easy access for users that need a comprehensive overview of the European (maritime) boundaries. The users will mainly be institutions and organisations that need the information for e.g. European border surveillance like Frontex and Eurosur. There might also be users that need the data for production of miscellaneous products, e.g. official Nautical Charts and ENC; commercial map producers; commercial ships/boats within trade, fishery, etc.
With reference to the PSI directive and Inspire directive, an arrangement will be prepared regarding use (http://inspire.jrc.ec.europa.eu/) and re-use (http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/policy/psi/actions_eu/policy_actions/index_en.htm) of the maritime boundary data.  
The dataset must be continuously updated, meaning that changes have to be reported to ensure correct and reliable information. Commitment about updates from each country is accordingly important. Some users might be assured that the data are updated and correct. Contact details, making it possible to communicate with the data owner (source country), will accordingly have to be included as an attribute in the dataset.
	Question
	Answer

	21. Will your organisation participate in the “maritime boundary project” and deliver information about maritime boundaries for jointly creating a official dataset of European international boundaries as outlined above?

	

	22. Is there any restriction or other conditions connected to the delivery of your organisations data?
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