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4th GMES Forum, 26-28th November 2003
Reference: 4th GMES Forum – note of meeting
1 Executive Summary

The 4th GMES Forum was held in Baveno Italy with some 150 delegates present from Europe, Canada, USA and Japan. The main focus of the meeting was to discuss:

· the results of the actions already being taken to develop a European Capacity for GMES; and,

· the draft final report of the GMES initial period (2001 – 2003), Version 3.5, which sets out recommendations for the GMES Implementation period (2004 – 2008).

2 What is GMES?

GMES is a joint initiative of the European Commission and the European Space Agency (ESA), designed to establish a European capacity for the provision and use of operational information for Global Monitoring of Environment and Security (GMES).

In 2008 the foundations and the structuring elements of the European Capacity for Global Monitoring of Environment and Security should be in place and operating. This Capacity is seen to be composed of three modules, which together constitute the functional GMES "system":
1. The production and dissemination of information in support of EU policies for Environment and Security;

2. The mechanisms needed to ensure a permanent dialogue between all stakeholders and in particular between providers and users

3. The legal, financial, organisational and institutional frame to ensure the functioning of the system and its evolution.
GMES is very much focused on utilizing earth observation data (and promoting the benefits of the space industry) but it also stresses the need for integrating this data with other forms of data, including data available from the National Mapping Agencies.
3 Results so far
The activities pursued during the initial period of GMES have in addition to the forums included a number of projects and ‘cross cutting assessments’ that have attempted to generalize the lessons learnt from the thematic projects. These projects have been launched under the EU’s 6th Framework programme for Research and the GMES Service Elements programme of ESA.. 

Michel Cornaert from DG Research gave an overview of the GMES thematic projects funded by the FP6. These included projects looking at land cover change, environmental stress, global vegetation monitoring, global ocean monitoring, global atmosphere monitoring, systems for risk and crisis management and information management tools. A copy of his presentation and some of the individual project presentations are available on the GMES website (see library/forum reports & contributions/4th GMES Forum).
Mark Doherty from the European Space Agency provided an overview of the projects currently funded under the ESA Earthwatch GMES Services Element. 10 contracts have been let for a total value of 15 million Euros. The aim of each project – covering such diverse policy areas as forest monitoring, land use change in urban areas, food security, subsidence monitoring, oil spill management and coastal erosion – is to deliver ‘real services to real users today’. Again, a copy of Mark’s presentation can be found on the GMES website.
ESA has a further budget of 63 million Euros to spend under the GMES service elements programme over the next 4 years.
The purpose of the Cross-Cutting Studies, which build upon and further develop the INSPIRE position papers, is to identify and examine the generic issues that must be confronted in designing a sustainable European capacity for GMES: In this way, the studies will provide a technical steer for proposals for the Implementation Period of GMES. The issues are:

1. Scientific issues linked to gaps in knowledge, models and technology.

2. Technical issues concerning the adequacy of monitoring networks and the quality of resulting data.
3. Issues of data policy, including ownership, confidentiality, accessibility, security and cost. 
4. Organisational, institutional, funding and socio-economic issues.
Three studies have been commissioned to examine the above issues:
BICEPS (Building an Information Capacity for Environmental Protection and Security) examines issues relating to scientific and technical aspects of the design of GMES.

DPAG (Data Policy Assessment for GMES) covers issues of data policy, including ownership, confidentiality, accessibility, security and cost.

GSeS (GMES Socio-economic Study) examines organisational, institutional, funding and socio-economic issues.

4 Recommendations for implementation (2004 – 2008)

Drawing on the experience of the forum meetings, thematic projects and cross cutting reviews, a draft final report has been prepared which sets out 10 recommendations (of which recommendations 4 and 8 are particularly relevant to EuroGeographics and its members) covering:

GMES Services:

1. Implementation of priority services

2. Establishment of an organizational framework for a permanent dialogue with users

3. Develop a data policy strategy for GMES services to address the needs of users

4. Develop the capacity and interfaces to improve access, exchange and sharing of information to include the definition by mid-2005 of a European Environmental Spatial Data Infrastructure and to consider the setting up of a European Imagery and Mapping capability.
Space Observing Systems:

5. The development of the required elements of space capabilities

In-situ observing systems

6. Assess existing capabilities and prepare an implementation plan for complementary adaptations and/or new deployments.

Research, technological development and demonstration activities

7. To organize and fund RTD activities at a level sufficient to underpin the quality and progress of GMES services

GMES Organisation

8. Establish an operational institutional set up

9. Establish a policy for International cooperation

10. Ensure sustainability of GMES Services through appropriate funding mechanisms.

5 Where can I find more information?

You can find more information at the GMES website www.gmes.info The site includes a ‘library’ with all relevant documentation, including working documents and presentations given at the various forum meetings. The GMES Final Report, Version 3.5, for the initial period (2001 – 2003) and the GMES Newsletter are available on the EuroGeographics website (see ‘links’, ‘EU Initiatives’, ‘GMES’)
Nick Land, Executive Director EuroGeographics
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4th_GMESForum_Nov03.doc
03/12/2003
Page 1 of 3
4th_GMESForum_Nov03.doc
03/12/2003
Page 3 of 3

